
Contra Costa County Mock Trial
Local Rules (2021-22)

1. When there is a difference between the Local Rules and the State Rules, the County rules shall apply. 
Students may cite both the Local and State Rules during the course of the trial, when necessary.

2. Addressing the Court/Scorers:
a. This is a bench trial. Since all scorers except the Presiding Judge will have their cameras off, all 

students should address themselves only to the Presiding Judge as follows, “Good evening your 
honor….”

b. Coaches will not be introduced at the beginning of competitions. 

3. Group Chat – The following group chats are allowed.
a. To simulate being in a court, at counsel table, the trial attorneys may text each other during the trial
b. The defendant can text with the defense counsel.
c.	 The	clerk	and	the	unofficial	timer	may	text	each	other	or	communicate	in	the	chat.
d. No other participants, coach or observer may communicate via text. A violation of this rule is a 

violation	of	MT	Rule	3.3.	subject	to	a	five	(5)	point	penalty	per	scoresheet

4. Students are permitted to use headsets, earbuds, and/or microphones.

5.	 Timing:1

a.	 The	timer	(clerk)	will	give	verbal and visual warning at two minutes and one minute, 30 seconds 
and Stop	when	times	has	run	out.	(The	CRF	timing	signs	can	be	found	on	their	website).	

b. Students may use a silenced cell phone for timing.

6. Technical issues associated with a virtual presentation should not be allowed to impinge on the trial 
presentation. As such: 
a. If there is a technical glitch by a team member actively participating, the competition will stop and 

wait	five	(5)	minutes	for	the	team	member	to	fix	the	issue	and	continue.	If	after	five	minutes,	he/
she cannot continue, a team substitute must continue in his/ her place. 

b. In addition, the Court has the discretion to add up to two (2) minutes to a side’s time at each phase of 
the trial: during PT arguments, PT rebuttal, during the presentation of the last witness for either side, 
during closing argument.

7. Exhibits:
a. Witnesses, attorneys the presiding judge and scorers will have their own copy of all Exhibits and 

have them handy for use.
b. The examining attorney will say which exhibit they are going to reference and give the Exhibit 

number. 
c. The witness will immediately turn to that page and be ready to answer questions about that 

exhibit.

8.	 Pretrial	attorney	scores	will	be	multiplied	x3	(instead	of	2).

9. When possible, rule violations shall be brought to the attention of the Presiding Judge when they occur. 
This is similar to the shadow timer raising a time discrepancy as soon as it becomes apparent 

10. To decide if a rule violation has occurred, the Presiding Judge shall use the criminal law standard of 
proof by clear and convincing evidence. The burden to prove a violation rests with the team raising 
the violation.

11. Case Packets: All teams will use the 1/10/22 case packet.

1	 This	year	our	rule	and	CRF	are	the	same.	All	warning	are	both	verbal	and	visual.


